
 

Frank STELLA  
 

 

Biography 
 

1936   May 12, born in Malden, Massachusetts, USA 
 

1950   Attends Phillips Academy, Andover Studies with abstract painter Patrick Morgan 
 

1954   Enters Princeton University 
 

1955   Studies art history and attends Wiiliam Seitz's open painting-studio 
   Begins to visit museums and galleries in New York City frequently 
 

1956   Studies painting with Stephen Greene 
 

1957   Is influenced by Abstract Expressionism Begins to hear about work of Jasper Johns 
 

1958   Graduates with AB degree in history Moves to New York City 
 

1959   Cotinues Blake series Participates in exhibition Sixteen Americans 
   Joins the Leo Castelli Gallery 
 

1960  With some of other artists in Sixteen Americans exhibition participates in panel discussion 
at New York University Begins Aluminum series, paints first shaped canvasses 

 

1961   First trip to Europe 
 

1962  Returns from Europe Begins drawings related to what will later become Irregular Polygon 
series First two-man exhibition 

 

1963  With Henry Geldzahler, curator at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, travels to Iran Returns 
to New York and paints Purple series 

 

1965  Travels to Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo Makes first drawings for what will become 
Potractor series 

 

1967  Completed Irregular Polygon series Gives lecture, The Artist's Viewpoint at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts 

 

1968   Gives lecture at The Art Institute of Chicago 
 

1969   Teaches undergraduate beginners course in painting at Brandeis University 
 

1970  Travels to London and Amsterdam Makes drawings for what will become the Polish Village 
series 

 

1971   Visits Brazil 
 

1972   Travels to Paris and Nice and London 
 

1973   Completes Polish Village series Begins work on Tetuan III at Gemini GEL, LA 
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1974   Paints Diderot series, the largest of his Concentric Square Pictures 
   Receives honorary degree from the Minneapolis College of Art and Design, 
   Travels to Italy and to Germany Begins work on Paper Reliefs series 
 

1976  Begins Exotic Birds, painted aluminum reliefs based on draftman's templates Begins work 
with Exotic Bird prints at Tyler graphics Ldt, New York 

 

1977   Travels to Germany for auto races at Nurburgring 
 

1983   Delivers six-lecture series titled “Working space", Oct1983-Apr1984 
 

1984  Beggins Cones and Pillars series, largescale painted metal reliefs using elementsfrom his 
Had Gadya prints Receives honorary degree from Princeton University, his alma mater 

 

1985  Awarded honorary degree by Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts Gives lecture 
at The Art Institute of Chicago 

 

1986   Begins Wave series 
 
        Lives and works in New York 
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Selected Solo Exhibitions 
 

1959   Malden Public Library, Malden, Massachusetts 
 

1960   Leo Castelli Gallery, New York City 
 

1961   Galerie Lawrence, Paris, France 
 

1962   Leo Castelli Gallery, New York City 
 

1963   Ferus Gallery, Los Angeles, California 
 

1964   Recent paintings, Kasmin Limited, London 
   Leo Castelli Gallery, New York City 
 

1966   An Exhibition of Recent Paintings, Seattle Art Museum Pavilion 
   A Selection of Paintings and Recent Drawings, Kasmin Limited, 
   London 
 

1967   Galerie Bischofberger, Zurich, Switzerland 
 

1968   Recent Paintings and Drawings, Washington Gallery of Modern Art, Washington DC 
   Recent Painting, Kasmin Limited, London 
 

1970   Gallery of Ontario, Canada 
   Hayward Gallery, London 
 

1971   Hansen Fuller Gallery, San Francisco, California 
   Lawrence Rubin Gallery, New York City 
   Kasmin Limited, London,  
 

1973   Ace Gallery, Vancouver, Canada 
   Knoedler Contemporary Art, New York City 
   Leo Castelli Gallery, New York City 
 

1977   Museum of Modern Art, Oxford 
 

1978   Fort Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas 
   Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, Montreal, Canada 
   Vancouver Art Galleru, Vancouver, Canada 
   Galerie Valeur, Nagoya, Japan 
 

1979   The Indian Bird Maquettes, Museum of Modern Art, New York City 
   Indian Birds Painted Metal Reliefs Leo Castelli Gallery, New York City 
 

1980   Works on Paper, Knoedler Gallery, London 
 

1982   From Start to Finish Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips Academy 
   Andover, Massachusetts 
   Knoedler Gallery, London 
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Selected Solo Exhibitions 

 
1983  Selected Works Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University Art Museum, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts 
   Galerie Wurthle, Wien, Austria 
 

1985   ICA Gallery, Institute of Contemporary Arts, The Mall, London 
   Akira Ikeda Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 
   Relief Paintings M Knoedler & Co, Inc, New York 
 

1986   The Greenberg Gallery, St Louis, Missouri 
    

1987   Akira Ikeda Gallery, Nagoya, Japan 
    

1988   One-man show of Relief Painting The National Museum of Modern Art Osaka, Japan 
 

1990   Galerie Kaj Forsblom, Helsinki, Finland 
 

1991   Galerie Daniel Templon, Paris   
 

1996   Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Kansas City  
 

1997   Frank Stella at Tyler Graphics: Invention In Printmaking, Walker Art Center, Minneapolis 
 

1998   Kawamura Memorial Museum of Art, Chiba  
 

1999   Frank Stella at 2000 - Changing The Rules, Museum of Contemporary Art, Miami  
Kukje Gallery, Seoul  

 

2000   Frank Stella - Love Letters and Correspondence, Barbara Mathes Gallery, New York  
Working Space - Collection of Frank Stella, Kawamura Memorial Museum of Art, Chiba  

 

2001   Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University, Stanford  
Galerie Hans Strelow, Dusseldorf  
Heinrich von Kleist by Frank Stella, Württembergischer Kunstverein, Stuttgart  

 

2002  A Bold Experiment, The University of Michigan Museum of Art  
Greenberg Van Doren Gallery, New York  

2003   Bernard Jacobson Gallery, London   
The Nagoya City Art Museum, Nagoya  

 

2004   Galerie Terminus, Munich  
What You See Is What You See, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco 
Frank Stella - A Breakthrough In Abstraction - Exotic Birds, Gagosian Gallery, New York  

 

2005   Galerie Daniel Templon, Paris  
Frank Stella - Serie Moby Dick, MALBA Colección Costantini - Museo de Arte 
Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires  
Frank Stella - New Work, Waddington Galleries, London  
Frank Stella - Moby Dick Series, Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, Santiago  
John Berggruen Gallery, San Francisco, California 
Rosenbaum Contemporary, Boca Raton, Florida 
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Selected Solo Exhibitions 

 
2006   Danese, New York City, NY  

Samuelis Baumgarte Galerie, Bielefeld  
Rizziero Arte, Pescara  
Frank Stella 1958, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus  
Galerie Thomas, Munich  
Frank Stella – 1958, The Menil Collection, Houston  

 
2007   space, Galerie Terminus, Munich  

Galerie Haas & Fuchs, Berlin  
Peter Freeman, Inc., New York City, NY  
Frank Stella - Bali Series, Galerie Ficher Rohr, Basel  
Paul Kasmin Gallery, New York City, NY  

 

2008  Polygons to Printmaking: The Work of Frank Stella, 1958-1997, Princeton University Art 
Museum, Princeton, NJ  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Selected Public Collections 
 
Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts 
Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Art Institute of Chicago, Illinois 
Baltimore Museum, Maryland 
Brooklyn Museum, New York 
Contemporary Art Museum, Houston, Texas 
Dallas Museum of Fine Art, Texas 
Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, New York 
Institute of Contemporary Art, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Los Angeles County Museum, California 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Texas 
Musee National d' Art moderne, Paris, France 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC 
Nationalgalerie, Berlin, Germany 
Princeton University, Art Museum at Princeton, New Jersey 
Seattle Art Museum, Washington 
Vancouver Art Museum, British Columbia, Canada 
Virginia Museum of Fine Art, Richmond 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York 
 
 
 

 


